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                            About Us

The Guildford Institute has remained on the same site in the centre of Guildford for over one hundred and twenty-five years, inspiring, delighting and uniting people in the local area.
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Overseen by dedicated trustees, managed by an enthusiastic team and helped by wonderful volunteers, we ensure that Members and visitors have access to a variety of courses, talks, activities and resources. Discover more about The Guildford Institute below.  














About us




For over 170 years, The Guildford Institute has been working for and with the local community. We have been based in our beautiful Grade II listed building since 1891. The building originally opened in 1880 as the Royal Arms Coffee Tavern and Temperance Hotel.   




Our mission is to provide an educational, cultural and social community hub in the heart of Guildford offering a special place for people of all backgrounds to meet, learn and explore. We focus on bringing the best quality tutors, clubs, exhibitions, recitals and opportunities to local people and making our extensive resources fully available to everyone.    
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If you have not yet found us in our lovely building, we are always pleased to welcome new visitors. Why not drop in to our vegetarian and vegan restaurant and browse in our Reception and Library. There is something here for everyone.
Mike Adams, Former Chairperson
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Board of Trustees
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Brian Creese
Chairperson
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Mike Kirby
Treasurer
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Janet Crowe
Trustee
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David Cheeseman
Trustee
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Sophie Chapman
Trustee
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Tom Heasman
Trustee
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Phil Davies
Trustee












Trustee Enquiry




Would you like to make a difference in your local community? We are actively seeking volunteers to join our small, friendly Board of Trustees. We are looking for people with a variety of skills and a real enthusiasm to work for the Institute. If you are interested in hearing more, please contact us using the form below, or email any questions through to the Institute Manager via lisa@guildford-institute.org.uk. We would be delighted to hear from you!
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Institute Staff
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Lisa Taylor
Institute Manager (Maternity Cover)
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Amy Rice
Institute Manager (On Maternity Leave)
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Chelsea Eves
Programme Manager

	[image: Emma Wilkinson]


[image: Emma Wilkinson]
Emma Wilkinson
Marketing and Communications Officer 
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Amy Mason
Events Assistant
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Vicky Pursey
Finance and Projects Assistant
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Mark Finn
Steward















Patrons
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The Mayor of Guildford, Councillor Masuk Miah




Joanna Read




Professor Jim Al-Khalili CBE FRS 




Sara Crowe 




Blake Morrison FRSL




Lady Gay Shepperd
















Annual Reports









You can access the latest Annual Report, Minutes of the AGM and our Strategic Plan by clicking on the links below:











[image: AGM Minutes 2017]


[image: AGM Minutes 2017]
AGM Minutes 2022
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Annual Report 2022
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AGM Minutes 2019
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Annual Report 2021
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Strategic Plan






[image: AGM Minutes 2016]


[image: AGM Minutes 2016]
AGM Minutes 2023
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Annual Report 2020
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Annual Report 2019
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Annual Report 2023











	


        

    

  

↑




  
  
      
        Join the Guildford Institute

        Join 500 local people and become a Member of The Guildford Institute. Membership saves you money and is extremely affordable. Enjoy benefits including discounts on courses, events and in the restaurant, alongside exclusive borrowing rights in our Library and access to member-only events.

        JOIN NOW
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            ✨️ Library & Archive update ✨️

⏰️ New
            
	                
	            	                    [image: ✨️ Library & Archive update ✨️  ⏰️ New opening hours:  Thursday & Saturday, 10am - 4pm   📚 Book borrowing is now open to all   You no longer need to be an Institute member - everyone can borrow books! Did you know our extensive collection ranges from local history, travel and science, to modern fiction and non-fiction? If there's a book you're after, check out collection first.   Our Library & Archive is a valuable resource for the local community and we are making these changes to enable more people to enjoy this unique, historic space. When the Library isn't open, it will be used for room hire to help us generate vital income for the Institute.   👋 Come visit soon to browse, borrow and research  🔗 Visit the link in bio for more info   Hashtags: #guildford #surrey #library #archive #archivecollection #historiclibrary #localhistory #newopeninghours #opentoall #borrowbooks #roomhire #availableforhire #charity #communityhub #meetlearnexplore]
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            On behalf of everyone at the Institute, we'd like 
            	                    [image: On behalf of everyone at the Institute, we'd like to wish you all a cracking Easter!   Fitting for the occasion, we’re sharing a past photo of one of the town’s favourite spots, Castle Grounds, known for its spectacular flower displays. 🌷  #guildford #surrey #easter #happyeaster #eastersunday #easter2024 #springflowers #spring #guildfordcastlegrounds]
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            As our spring term draws to a close, we’d like t
            	                    [image: As our spring term draws to a close, we’d like to say a big thank you to everyone who has taken part in our activities! 🫶  Whether you've learnt something new, been entertained, or developed a skill, we hope you've enjoyed our programme.   ⏰️ The Institute is now closed for Easter and will reopen at 9am on Thursday 4 April. We’re excited to welcome you back for our jam-packed summer term, which starts on Monday 8 April.   Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. See you soon! 👋  🔗 Head to the link in bio to browse our summer programme.   #guildford #surrey #easter #easterclosure #happyeaster #easter2024 #summerterm #summerprogramme #summerbrochure #summerinsurrey #summeringuildford #whatson #whatsoninguildford #whatsoninsurrey #adulteducation #charity #communityhub #meetlearnexplore]
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            We have a new free exhibition with @guildfordarts,
            	                    [image: We have a new free exhibition with @guildfordarts, featuring the work of talented local artists @espasa_studio and @therese.ferrero 🎨 📸  Enjoy a colourful mix of beautiful embroidery, prints,  paintings and flower photography!   📍On display in our Assembly Room, Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm, until 19 April. Please note our building will be closed for Easter from 28 March - 3 April (inclusive).   Hashtags: #Guildford #Surrey #exhibition #artexhibition #freeexhibition #embroidery #prints #paintings #photography #flowerphotography #flowerart #flowerpainting #animalart #guildfordartist #surreyartist #artforall #guildfordevent #whatsoninsurrey #whatsoninguildford #communityhub #charity #meetlearnexplore]
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                                                                Opening Times
			The Institute is open Monday to Friday, 9am – 5pm, with evening and weekend services available.

How to Find Us 
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Ward Street, Guildford GU1 4LH

t 01483 562142

e info@guildford-institute.org.uk



					Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Refund Policy | Equality, Diversity & Inclusion Statement

Online Events | Cookie Policy | Photo Credits | COVID-19 Risk Assessment



					The Guildford Institute is registered in England and Wales as a Company limited by guarantee.

Charity no. 1125031. Company no: 6571640
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This website uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Cookie settings Reject Accept All 
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					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these cookies, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may have an effect on your browsing experience.
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